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Can We Make the Therapy Cap Go Away?

BECKY’S
SCHEDULE On the first day of the 111 Congress Senator John Ensign (R-Nev.) and Representative
Xavier Becerra (D-Calif.) introduced the Medicare Access to Rehabilitation Services Act (S
3.2 Comp Day 46/HR 43), which would repeal the Medicare Part B therapy caps. APTA President R. Scott

Ward, PT, PhD, stated, “By introducing this legislation, our leaders are sending a clear mes-

3-10 ASBCE Hearing sage that total repeal of the caps is the best long-term solution to ensuring that Medicare

312 Rehab Net Board beneficiaries receive the rehabilitation services they need.
Mtg The Medicare Access to Rehabilitation Services Act introduced by Senators John En-
3.19 CMSA Meeting sign (R-NV), Bl;mche Li.ncoln (D-AR), Susan Collins (R-ME), and Ben Cardin (D-MD),
and Representatives Xavier Becerra (D-CA), Mike Ross (D-AR), and Roy Blunt (R-MO)
3-24 Office Mgr Meeting calls for the repeal of the Medicare therapy caps that limit coverage of outpatient rehabilita-

tion services to $1,840 for physical therapy and speech language pathology combined and
$1,840 for occupational therapy services.

Sen. Lincoln said, "Therapy caps can preclude seniors from getting the care they need
to maintain a healthy quality of life. I will continue my work in the 111th Congress to find a
legislative solution so that patients receive the quality care they need without undue burden.
As a nation, we have a responsibility to protect and support our seniors, and I remain com-
mitted to fighting on their behalf." We are always proud to see our legislators involved in
introducing bills that protect our patients and our profession.

As part of the Deficit Reduction Act (DRA), Congress in 2006 passed legislation im-
plementing the therapy caps but authorizing the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) to create and employ an exceptions process to permit medically necessary physical
therapy, occupational therapy, and speech language pathology services above cap levels
were such services to meet specified diagnostic and clinical criteria. The exceptions process
was extended at the ends of 2006 and 2007, and again in July 2008, when Congress author-
ized it until December 31, 2009. So, we need to act now to assure that a solution is found
before this extension to the exception process ends.

While Senator Lincoln and Representative Ross are already co-sponsoring this bill we
need to get Senator Mark Pryor, Representative Marion Berry, Representative John Booz-
man, and Representative Vic Snyder on Board. Please contact your members of Congress
and request they become co-sponsors of this important legislation. Get your Medicare pa-
tients involved as well because this effects their quality of care and coverage and eventually
it will effect us all as we reach Medicare age or our parents reach Medicare age.

The American Speech-Language Hearing Association, American Occupational Ther-
apy Association and American Physical Therapy Association are all asking their members to
get involved and contact their legislators too. “Healthcare reform will be a big issue, but the
therapy caps are still a problem,” noted Christina Metzler, AOTA chief public affairs officer.
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942 Hwy 65 North
Marshall, AR 72650

Susan Housley, PT, is the owner of Housley
Physical Therapy in Marshall, AR. She recently
moved to a new location at the inpatient rehab wing
at Marshall’s new Highland Court Nursing and
Rehabilitation facility. Susan continues to operate
her independent outpatient business while also being
onsite to provide inpatient rehab as well.

Housley Physical Therapy Services is able to
treat all ages from children to the senior population.
Working along side Susan are Kathy Kappus, PTA;
Mary Mathis, Rehab Tech; Dona Van Kirk, office
manager; Debbie Maverick, receptionist/assistant
office manager.

Susan shared with us the story of a 49 year old
female who happened to be good friends with the
entire staff who had a brain aneurysm which
ruptured last spring. It was a life threatening
condition. She survived but was left unable to talk
or unable to move her entire left side. The staff has
been able to participate in her ongoing recovery
efforts. She is now able to walk and talk again. Her
cognitive status was miraculously unharmed and she
is even looking at her options of returning to
part-time work status.

Susan states, “We provide all outpatient
therapy needs from neck and back problems to
orthopedic and neurological problems. We also
provide manual therapies including myofascial
release, cranio-sacral therapy and lymphatic
drainage techniques.
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Associates PT & Pain
Management

11900 Kanis Road,
Suite D-4

Little Rock, AR
72211

Nathan Tumlison, MSPT, OCS, and
Tommy Bates, MSPT are the owners of
Associates  Physical Therapy and Pain
Management in Little Rock. This last year
they relocated two doors down to a larger
location so they could expand their gym area
and have more office space.

Associates Physical Therapy specializes in
orthopedic injuries with a special emphasis on
the spine.

Nathan is a board certified clinical
specialist in orthopedic physical therapy. Both
Nathan and Tommy recently completed their
certification in Mechanical Diagnosis and
Therapy making them the only clinic in
Arkansas with therapists with the MDT
certification.

Nathan tells us that, “MDT is the most
systematic, reliable, evidence-based approach
available and it has revolutionized our practice
of physical therapy.”

Tommy says that they currently have the
most professional and reliable staff ever headed
up by Amy Bridges, office manager, and
supported by Dee Dee Sebren and Phyllis
Crudup, front desk.

Happy
St.

Patrick’s
Day

RN




VOLUME 10 NUMBER 2 PAGE 3
Letter From the Editor

Thousands Of Products
From Brands Like... Feb. 28th was our Spring

course and Business meeting

H [llﬂlﬂhﬂmﬂl. and we had the best turnout
A i

EH]“P.'H{_ ever with 102 people

registered for the course and
87 of those were from our

SALIN DERS G ROUP 'S¢
= member clinics.

Our Fall meeting will be in
conjunction with the Arkansas

~TheraBand=

j n ME { i ] Physical Therapy Association.

’ We are looking forward to

.“ “ EH working with them on that. As

Shi P TOr s P [ Ilr. q mll’.i‘ ‘ <BIOFREEZE so0n as we have confirmed our
7 -

speaker and topic I will let you
parpmen online ag HOME RANGER®  ofjjoce g

[HHKIHL[]L Inc.coms

T

Shovider Pullays The Board of Directors

LAnd Morsp would  like your help in
R recruiting new members. If
you know of a private practice

Use "THERAPY" as your Order by Phone, Fax, @ Discount Prices clinic that you think would

Coupon Code at the or Internat:

Checkout Screento  Toll-Free Phone: ® Fast Cannection make a good member we

qﬁ‘gzl‘ftﬁnn ndl:_l':ﬂl %-ﬁiﬁ'zﬁs'nﬁ‘l # Secure Shopping encourage you to talk to them
ve OTT your Gll-Free Fax

) ¥ ! 1 345-4148 ® Purd Ovcbers ascl about Rehab Net and the

866 Major Credit Cards benefits you receive. Feel free

Accepted to give them my contact

|5':} Kl NET":5-| NC.CDM information and direct them to

LOLERORS FOR YOUR-L LT AN0 HEWE RaNERT our website rehabnet-
, WWW.

ar.com to learn more about us.
Also, please send me their
contact info so one of our
Board members or I can
follow up with them.

Office Manager’s Network

Dona Van Kirk housleyl @alltel.net

Tasi Wyatt twyatt@mcmasterpt.com
Susan Hall susan@coulterpt.com

Myra Dickerson  myra@rivervalleytherapy.com
Amber Sartain pinnacleht@comcast.net

Krista Tapp krista_tapp@pedsplustherapy.com
Rehab Net Treasurer, Gabe Freyaldenhoven, has a new Linda Redden laredden(@sbeglobal. net

addition to the family. Please welcome future physical  Nancy Orpin nancy@touchstonept.com
therapist, Madison Grace Freyaldenhoven. She was born on ~ Tammye Bradley = seaptinc@cablelynx.com
Feb. 19, 2009. Gabe and his wife are very proud of their ~ Fomtoward  Pam@casportsmed.com

. Pat Burns pburns608@yahoo.com
new daughter and we send out our congratulations to the  Alicia Teston alicia@touchstonept.com
new parents. Gayle Morton 26024@aol.com

Liz Smith esmith.1971 @hotmail.com

Brenda Alexander churchskylar12@yahoo.com
Diannia Schooley clintonphysicaltherapy@yahoo.com
Debbie Johnson  debjohn@conwaycorp.net



Lobbyist
Corner

Bradley Phillips
Vice President of
Public Relations
Phillips Mgmt &
Consulting Ser-
vice

C: 501-269-2723
F: 501-327-2458

P.0. Box 202
Conway, AR 72033

Phone: 866-548-6003

Fax: 866-548-6003

Cell: 479-858-2760

E-mail: rehabnet@alliancecable.net
www.rehabnet-ar.com
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The Physical Therapy Board will be presenting its practice act clean up bill
in the next upcoming weeks. There is nothing major in this bill. It only serves to
clean up the language. While this bill will be coming from the board, not Rehab
Net, Rehab Net lobbyists will be watching this bill carefully and will provide
support if needed.

HB1162 is a bill filed by Rep. Beverly Pyle that will abolish the massage
therapy board and put massage therapy back under the direction of the depart-
ment of health. This bill is in response to SB89, a bill filed by Sen. Terry Smith
that allows massage therapists to do all kinds of things, including mobilization.
Pyle feels that the board is playing favorites. She has not indicated when she
will run the bill.

SB89 is the massage therapy bill filed by Sen. Terry Smith. He has not
indicated that he intends to run this bill, but it has not been pulled down yet,
which means he can still run it. This is a very dangerous bill which almost
doubles the size of the massage therapy practice act and allows them to perform
techniques previously held by physical therapists. Plain and simple, this bill
allows massage therapists to perform several functions that are performed by
physical therapists.

Specifically, SB 89 makes the following changes:

Legislative Update

¢ rewords the definition of massage therapy to read, “Massage Therapy
means the assessment, mobilization, and treatment of soft tissue which
may include skin, fascia, tendons, ligaments, and muscles and their dys-
functions for therapeutic purposes of establishing and maintaining good
physical condition, comfort, relief of pain or injury.”

¢ clarifies the definition of a massage therapy instructor

¢ increases the per diem for board members from $50 to $60.

¢ allows the board to require that all applicants undergo a criminal back-
ground check

¢ raises registration fee, license fee, renewal fee, examination fee

¢ raises the fee for establishing a massage therapy school to $1250 and

initial inspection fee to $150 and annual renewal and inspection fee to

$150
SB89 has an emergency clause on it, which means it will go into affect the
moment the governor signs the bill. It makes no sense for this bill to have an
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emergency clause.
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Andrew Abraham
andrewsearcypt@gmail.com
Velvet Barrows
velvetl @sbcglobal.net
Shan Borchers harrisonpt@alltel.net
Adam Carson  apcarson@yahoo.com
Jennifer Cavnor jcavnor@comcast.net

Seth Coulter seth@coulterpt.com

Jerrie Cummings gppt@centurytel.net

Joel Sebag joddebs@aol.com

Kenny DeLuca kennydeluca@sbcglobal.net

Amy Denton
amy_denton@pedsplustherapy.com

Gabe Freyaldenhoven

Gabe@Rivervalleytherapy.com

rhodehogg@hotmail.com
Roger Saenger  sptc@alltel.net
Becky Sewell

rehabnet@alliancecable.net
Lee Sowerbutts

sowerbutts@yahoo.com
Steve Stinnett hollystreetpt@cox-

Randy Green
rgreenl126@sbcglobal.net
Jon Hardy tri-lakes@att.net
Craig Hill
chill@cabotphysicaltherapy.com
Steve Hornbeck
seaptinc@cablelynx.com

Matt Jackson internet.com
mattjacksonlpt@sbcglobal.net Michael Tgston

Steve Joseph  pppt@alltel.net michael@touchstonept.com

Blake McBride Nathan Tumlison
rtlsnake@centurytel.net nathan_associatespt@yahoo.com

Harry Morton ~ HMJPT@aol.com Ray Yumang

Greg Noel yumangrehab@yahoo.com
gnoelpt@sbeglobal.net

Bo Renshaw
bo@casportsmed.com
Clint Rhodes




